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[ To Tue Epitor & You

Thank you, Mr. Shoukat

To the Editor,

I wanted to send a very warm
thank you to Eagle Lake Supermarket
and Mr. Ali Shoukat. ;

A friend of mine and'l went to the
supermarket this past Sunday, on the
spurof the moment, asking if we could
possibly sell raffle tickets for “Family
& Friends”, which helps our local
needy families during the holiday
season.

Not only did Mr. Shoukat give us

permission, but also offered his assis-
tance in setting up. He then brought
out cookies and napkins for us to offer
to our potential buyers!!!

We were not expecting such hos-
pitality; what a very nice gesture!

Knowing we have a local, newly
remodeled, small town store, where
the workers and owners have smiling
faces and are ready to assist you is
wonderful.

My friend and I, along with many

f

Beanie Bear Drawing
Britannia

(Available for sale only in England)
Drawing to be held Dec. 23™ - Tickets $5 each

Proceeds go to Renee Balas Bullard Endowed Pharmacy Scholarship

Tickets On Sale Now at

EAGLE LAKE DRUGSTORE
702 S. McCarty » 234-2502

AlSO, Register FREE for a chance to purchase
The Angel Beanie, Halo

Person whose name is drawn Tuesday, Dec. 2, from

N

k\ the “Halo Box” will be able to purchase Halo for $5!

2

If You Have

Diabetes,

ASl(Your

Doctor.

others, are glad to welcome Eagle
Lake Supermarket to town and wish
them many successful and prosperous
years to come.

Our Sincere Thanks,
Lynn Ellis and Shelly Wied

Lt. Gov. Bullock turns gavel over to Perry

Lt. Gov. Bob Bullock last week
presented Lt. Gov.-elect Rick Perry
with the Senate gavel he had wielded
since he took office in Jan. 1991.

The symbolic transfer of authority
shows the men are aiming for a
smooth transition. Bullock leaves of-
fice in Jan,

Out-going Agriculture Commis-
sioner Perry, a Republican, will take
over as lieutenant governor when the

Let’s Look Back...

24 & 48 YEARS AGO

Aug. 21, 1973

Employees of Rice Consolidated
received recognition for their dedi-
cated service to the Rice District at the
pre-school luncheon and awarded
pins. Recipients were Lewis Ros-
prim, Vocational Agriculture, 25
years; Mrs. Mable Franklin, cafete-
ria service, 25 years; Troy Krenek,
Vocational Agriculture, 25 years;
Roy T. Marshall and Mrs. Joyce
Davidson, 20 years; Betty Wegen-
hoft and Marcus Gunter, 15 years;
and Mrs. Jo Ann Bunge, Mrs. Glen-
da Eberhart and Obie Rhodes, 10
year pins...

A Garwood resident was among
733 Southwest Texas State University
students who applied for degrees
awarded Saturday, Aug. 18. The Gar-
wood student was Joyce E. Krenek,
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Troy Kre-
nek...

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Anderson are
pleased parents of a son born Sunday,
Aug. 19, at 8:40 a.m. in Gulf Coast
Medical Center in Wharton. His name
is Mark Noble Anderson Jr. and at
birth weighed seven pounds, three
ounces...

In a formal ceremony in Our Lady
of Perpetual Help Catholic Church,

If you live with diabetes, you're more likely to die

with the flu. Just ask the families of the 30,000

people with diabetes who died of flu or pneumonia

complications in a recent year. Then ask your doctor

for a life-saving flu shot for you and those closest

to you, and about the other risks you face when you

face diabetes. Because with diabetes, prevention is

control, and control is your life line.

This message is brought to you by {@ Cm and your health department.

Call Crime Stoppers - 234-5555

Miss Julia Louise Balas and Howard
Lynn Lobpries were united in mar-
riage.

Nov. 9, 1950

Twelve new local Chamber of
Commerce directors have been
elected. They are: Harold Ware, Ben
H. McElhinney, R.H. Reese Sr. and
Jim H. Clipson, three terms of office;
E.C. Terrell, Rudy Spanihel, E. H
Booth and D.S. Taylor, two year
terms; R.B. Powell, Chas. D. Steph-
ens, Clyde Gold and E.H. Shirley,
one year terms...

Miss Ophelia Johnson was
brought home from Scott & White
Hospital in Temple Tuesday night...

The M.W. Pape family is moving
to Premont where Mr. Pape has been
transferred by the Shell Oil Com-
pany...

The Rev. D. Rhea Allison, pastor
of Colly Memorial Methodist Church,
has received a personal invitation to
attend Southern Methodist Univer-
sity’s annual homecoming celebra-
tion. He is an active member of the
SMU Alumni Association...

The Eagle Lake Garden Club will
celebrate its 15th anniversary today at
a luncheon. A horticulture program
will be presented by Mrs. V.T. Mat-
thews preceding Councillor of
District I Mrs. MacGregory An-
derson’s talk...

R.J. Taylor, a pioneer of Lissie
who was 80 years old, passed away
- last Friday in a Pasadena hospital. Mr.

Taylor’s family lived in Lissie when it
was known as New Philadelphia. At
that time, the town was all on the north
side of the track, and there were no
streets or fences...

Billy Reading spent last Friday
night and Saturday morning in Laugh-
lin Hospital for observation of a chest
injury received in the Eagles’ football
game with Columbus Friday night...

A son was born yesterday to Capt.
and Mrs. Bill Woods at Laughlin
Hospital. Capt. Woods is with the
Army in Korea and Mrs. Woods is
staying with her parents, Mr. & Mrs.
Sales in Sheridan...

The lot between Schneider-Ware
Company and the Tate Service Station
has been rented by Excel Smith, who
plans to build an office and warehouse
there for his Oilfield Contracting
Company.

b State Capitol
) Highlights

By Ed Sterling

Texas Press Association

Legislature convenes on Jan. 12. He
will preside over the 31-seat Senate
with aone-seat (16-15) GOP majority.

Bullock, who plans on working for
an Austin public relations and consult-
ing firm, said he is hopeful that party
politics won’t come into play with
Perry at the helm.

Perry, who soon will name com-
mittees and pick chairmen, said
Democrats and Republicans will
share leadership roles in the Senate.
Perry also said he will continue to seek
advice from Bullock after he leaves
office.

Insurance Benchmark Rates Cut

Insurance Commissioner Elton
Bomer has cut homeowners insurance
benchmark rates by a statewide aver-
age of 6%.

Benchmark rates vary among
Texas’ 32 rating territories, but the
largest reductions occurred in the
southern half of the state.

New benchmark rates for rate-
regulated companies, which set their
own rates within a 30% range above or
below the benchmark, will take effect
Feb. 1.

Bomer cited reduced claims com-
pared to premiums as one reason for
the benchmark rate reduction.

~ “Our violent weather patterns
appear to have simmered down, and
that’s helped lower homeowners
benchmark rates,” Bomer said. “We
can be thankful that we have dodged
hurricanes for the past decade and
other catastrophic windstorms in re-
cent years.”

However, Lloyds companies and
reciprocal exchanges, which account
for about 80% of the homeowners
market, write at unregulated rates and
are unaffected by the benchmark.

Judicial Appointments Bill Filed
Sen. Robert Duncan, R-Lubbock,
filed legislation last week proposing a
constitutional amendment to have the
governor appoint appellate judges.
Under Duncan’s plan, the gover-
nor would appoint supreme court,
court of criminal appeals and courts of
appeals judges to six-year terms.

Appointees would have to be con-
firmed by the Senate. Those seeking a
second six-year term would be subject
to a yes-or-no, non-partisan vote.

Duncan said he filed the proposal
because “Texans are tired of the per-
ception that big money and politics
have too much influence over the judi-
cial system.”

In the 1997 legislative session,
Gov. George W. Bush opposed a
similar measure, arguing that voters
should be able to decide who their
judges will be.

Other Pre-filed Bills of Interest

Like Sen. Duncan, many other
Texas lawmakers filed legislation
early in hopes of amending current
laws. Here are a few:

*Rep. G.E. “Buddy” West, R-
Odessa, wants to require personal fi-
nance education as a condition for
high school graduation.

*Rep. John Longoria, D-San Anto-
nio, wants public school students to
receive instruction in “basic values of
the United States.”

«Sen. Tom Haywood, R-Wichita
Falls, wants toestablish a tax credit for
companies thatestablish and operate a
day-care center for children of em-
ployees or purchase child-care serv-
ices for employees.

*Rep. Norma Chavez, D-El Paso,

- wants to enact a hotel-motel room tax

exemption for those involved in the
production of a motion picture, televi-
sion program or musical or video re-
cording.

Other Highlights

«Career criminal Kenneth Allen
McDuff, 52, was put to death by lethal
injection Nov. 17, after exhausting
appeals for a delay of execution.
McDuff was believed to be the
nation’s only condemned inmate ever
paroled and then returned to deathrow
for another murder.

*The American Civil Liberties
Union is backing the Ethical Cultural
Fellowship, an Austin group that is
suing the state to have its religious tax
exemption reinstated. The group does
not believe in a supreme being, which
disqualifies it from receiving_ the tax
exemption under Texas law.

*Gov. Bush last week appointed
Thomas Clowe of Waco as head of the
Lottery Commission. Clowe, cur-
rently asenior vice president of South-
ern Union Gas Co., replaces John Hill
of Houston, who resigned.

From Your State Representative...

News from Rep. Cook

The Texas Departmentof Housing
and Community Affairs (TDHCA)
announced the awarding of more than
$30 million that will directly benefit
low and very low-income Texas indi-
viduals and families, including the
elderly and persons with disabilities.
These awards were made possible
through the HOME Investment Part-
nership Program (HOME) funds and
the Texas Community Development
Program’s Housing Infrastructure

GIVE

Give ‘Thanks.

GIVE BLOOD.

LIFE.

Visit one of our convenicntly located
roluntccr blood donor facilitics
this holidlayy scason.

1-888-GV-BLLOOD

www.giveblood.org

' Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center
1400 L.a Concha * Houston. Texas

-

Fund.

“These funds will directly benefit
low and very low-income Texas by
helping them with their affordable
housing needs,” said Daisy A. Stiner,
acting executive of TDHCA. “The
combination of the 1998 HOME allo-
cations and the Housing Infrastructure
Fund will create 2, 140 units of afford-
able housing for the citizens of this
state.”

Created in 1992, the HOME Pro-
grams’ purpose is to expand the sup-
ply of affordable housing for very low
and low income households and to
alleviate the problems of excessive
rent burdens, homelessness, and dete-
riorating housing stock. The state re-
ceives an annual allocation from the
U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) and en-
courages units of local government,
public housing agencies, community
housing development organizations
and other non-profits and for-profits
to apply. HOME provides funding and
general guidelines to state and local
governments and empowers them to
design and tailor affordable housing
strategies to address local needs and
housing conditions.

The Housing Infrastructure Fund,
administered through TDHCA’s Tex-
as Community Development Program
(TCP) , provides funding for public
facilities in support of the develop-
ment of single family and multifamily

wvery low to moderate-income hous-

ing. The TCP program provides cities
with populations of less than 50,000
and counties with populations of less
than 200,000 with financial assistance
for public works, housing, economic
development and planning.

The TDHCA is Texas’ lead agen-
cy responsible for affordable housing,
community development and com-
munity assistance programs, as well
as regulation of the state’s manufac-
tured housing industry. ’

The Department annually admini-
sters funds in excess of $500 mil-
lion—most of which is derived from

(See Cook, Page 7)

- It Pays Rewards
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